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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEE PROBLEMS 

1 . ON AUGUST 4TH, THAI FOREIGN MINISTER UPPADIT AND 
MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER RITHAYDDEEN MET WITH THE SUB 
COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 

IN ADDITION TO CHAIRMAN EILBERG AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE, PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED CONGRESSMAN MCCLORY, 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER OF THE FULL JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
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AND CONGRESSMAN MANN WHO RECENTLY VISITED SOUTHEAST ASIA 
AS A MEMBER OF CODEL WOLFF. 

2. CHAIRMAN EILBERG BEGAN BY DES-RIBING THE PROCESS IN- 
VOLVED IN A DECISION TO PAROLE REFUGEES INTO THE UNITED 
STATES. HE NOTED THAT THIS GENERALLY BEGAN WITH A RECOM 
MENDATION FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
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BASED UPON REPORTS RECEIVED FROM EMBASSIES. WHILE NOT RE- 
QUIRED BY THE LAW, CHAIRMAN EILBERG POINTED OUT THAT A 
VERY STRONG PRACTICE OF CONSULTATION BY THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL WITH THE IUDICIARY COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE AND 
SENATE HAD GROWN UP. THIS WAS ILLUSTRATED, HE SAID, BY THE 
FACT THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL NOW REQUESTED THE WRITTEN 
CONCURRENCE WITH SUCH A PAROLE ACTION FROM THE RELEVANT 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES BEFORE TAKING FINAL ACTION. 

CHAIRMAN EILBERG NOTED THAT THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION 
POLICY WAS FOR ADMISSION OF 25,000 INDOCHINESE REFUGEES 
ANNUALLY. 

3. THE DESIRABILITY OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES WAS DISCUSSED. ALL PARTIES APPEARED 
TO AGREE THAT SOME SUCH MEETING MIGHT BE DESIRABLE. 

BOTH FOREIGN MINISTERS NOTED THAT THE COUNTRIES INVITED 
FOR SUCH A CONFERENCE SHOULD BE LIMITED TO THOSE WHO MIGHT 
REASONABLY BE EXPECTED TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE SOL- 
UTION TO THE PROBLEM. THE MALAYSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER RE- 
ITERATED SEVERAL TIMES HIS BELIEF THAT SUCH A CONFERENCE 
SHOULD BE CALLED UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE UNHCR. 
CHAIRMAN EILBERG AND SUBCOMMITTEE RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 
CONGRESSMAN FISH BOTH EXPRESSED DOUBT ABOUT THE ABILITY 

OF THE UNHCR TO SUCESSFULLY DEVELOP NEW INTERNATIONAL 
INITIATIVES. CONGRESSMAN FISH SUGGESTED THAT SUCH A CON- 
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FERENCE MIGHT BE CALLED BY AND UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF 
ASEAN ITSELF. 

4. FOREIGN MINISTER UPPADIT ASKED ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR 
NEW REFUGEE LEGISLATION. CHAIRMAN EILBERG SAID THAT ONLY 
SIX WEEKS REMAINED BEFORE THE CONGRESS ADJOURNED AND IN- 
DICATED THAT LEGISLATION WITHIN THAT TIME PERIOD WOULD BE 
DOUBTFUL. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO 
ACHIEVE PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION IN THE FOLLOWING SPRING, 
ASSUMING ADEQUATE COOPERATION IN THE SENATE. CONGRESS- 
MAN MCCLORY NOTED IN THIS CONNECTION THAT THE PAROLE FOR 
25,000 WAS ALREADY IN PLACE IF THE PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 
WERE DELAYED. 

5. THE GENERAL TONE OF THE MEETING WAS ONE OF FRIENDSHIP 
AND COOPERATION. THE TWO FOREIGN MINISTERS EXPLAINED 
THEIR CONCERNS ABOUT THE INCREASING NUMBERS OF INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES ARRIVING IN THEIR COUNTRIES. MEMBERS OF THE CON- 
GRESS EXPRESSED SYMPATHY FOR THIS PROBLEM AND A WILLING- 
NESS TO SEEK WAYS TO ASSIST. CONGRESSMAN EILBERG AND THE 
MEMBERS SUGGESTED THAT THERE BE A CONTINUING DIALOGUE ON 
THIS SUBJECT AND REQUESTED THAT THEY PERSONALLY OR THEIR 
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RESPECTIVE AMBASSADORS IN WASHINGTON "FEEL FREE" TO COM- 
MUNICATE ANY RELEVANT INFORMATION TO THE IMMIGRATION 
SUBCOMMITTEE. VANCE 
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